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No. 5. — An Account of the Amount paid by the Post-Ojfflce in respect of the Transit 
of the Mails in Great Britain, during the Years ending the bth day of January^ 1839, 
1840, and 1841 ; diUinguishing in each Year the Amount paid in respect of the Mails 
conveyed by Railways. 



Years ending 


Amount paid 
lor Convey- 
ance by Mail- 
Coaclies. a 


Amount paid 
for Convey- 
ance by 
Railway. 


Total Amount 

paid fertile 

Transit of 

Mails. 


5tli Jan. 1839 

, , 1840 

1841 


£ 

105,107 
109,246 
130,332 


£ 

9,383 
39,724 
51,125 


114,990 
148,971 
181,477 


Total . . . 


344,706 


100,733 


4*5,439 



a Including Toils, Guards* wages, and the liire of the Mail-coaches. 

No. 6,—^ Return of the Amount of Money Orders issued in London, and of the Pound- 
age received thereon, in each of the Three Months ending the hth^day of February^ 
1839, 1840, afjd 1841 ; also, a Return of the Amount of Money Orders paid in Lon- 
don in each of the same Three Months* 



Months ending 


Amount of 
Money 
Orders 

issued. 


Poundage. 


Amount of 
Money 
Orders 
pa(d. 


5tli Feb. 1839 
, , 1840 
,, 1841 


£ 

2,623 

5,854 

26,524 


£ s. d. 

■ 53 13 

123 15 6 

215 13 9 


£ 
3,343 
8,141 

69,422 



Note.~zpn tlic 20th November 1840, the Poundage on Money Oiders was reduced from 6'i. to dd. 
on sumsniot exceeding 2^.; and from Is. 6d. to Qd. on sums exceeding 21. and not exceeding 6/. 



A Statistical Account of the Ancient Prescriptive Jurisdictions over the 
Thames, possessed by the Corporation of London. By Joseph 
Fletcher, Esq., of the Honourable Society of the Middle Temple, 
B arrister- at-Law. 

[^Read before the Statistical Societij of London, 19M April, 1841.] 

The branch of Statistics described in the Sixth Annual Report of this 
Society, as the " Statistics of Protection," * having recently occupied little 
of its attention, some indulgence will perhaps be extended towards the 
following statements respecting one of the most curious and important 
of our ancient municipal institutions. 

The guardianship of the Thames, with all the trusts that have been 
aggregated around it, is vested in the Corporation of London, as repre- 
senting the old " Communitas '' of the metropolis : the revenues attach- 
ed to it are contributed by the people of the metropolis, and its neigh- 
bourhood ; and to them are certain public services to Ise rendered, in 
return for these revenues. But, the social constitution of London 
having undergone a complete revolution, while the institutions of the 
city have been restricted within their ancient limits and their narrowest 
terms, those who supply the revenues and demand the services, are no 
longer, as was originally contemplated, the electors of the parties en- 
trusted to administer them. These parties cannot now claim even to 
be the representatives of the population of 122,395, who are alone in- 
cluded in the city, out of the whole population of 1,511,586, which, ac- 
cording to the census of 1831, forms the population of the metropolitan 
boroughs j for in the city population are comprised scarcely 7,500 free- 

* ' Quarterly Journal of the Statistical Society of London,' April 1840, p. 4. 



100 Ancient Prescriptive Jurisdictions over the Thames, [July, 



men householders, who are the electors appointing the common council- 
men in the several wards, without any equality of division or imiform 
system of choice, and from a class assuredly not the highest in the city. 

In a body thus based is vested all the jurisdiction, power, and revenue 
attaching to the guardianship of the Thames, throughout its tidal course, 
as the principal approach to London, and the chief theatre of its traffic. 

To vindicate the magnitude of the interests with which it is concerned, 
it is requisite merely to give the following numerical statement of the 
vessels which annually frequent the port of London, formed by the sea- 
ward channel of the Thames. 

A Return of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels that have entered the 
Port of London^ distinguishing those engaged in the Foreign and Coast- 
ing Trades,, Colliers, and Fishing Vessels, in the years 1820-30-35-40. 



Fon-ign Trade; 


1820 


1830 


1835 


1840 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


No. 


Tons. 


















Biilish . . . 


3,354 


655,239 


3,910 


744,229 


3,780 


740,255 


4,513 


930,291 


Foreign . . 


8,56 


123,619 


1,268 


207,500 


1,057 


188,893 


2,215 


353,929 


Irisli Trade . 


420 


43,891 


797 


105,409 


1,163 


160,076 


1,006 


149,755 


CoUkTs . . . 


5,921 


no record 


6,944 


1413,243 


7,980 


1617,530 


8,970 


1,768 301 


Coasters . . . 


10,676 


ditto 


11,316 


913,049 


'll,328 


987,376 


11,643 


932,757 


Fishing Vessels 


4,949 


ditto 


4,851 


no record 


, 4,483 


no record 3,583 
1 


no record 



A Return of the Number and Tonnage of Steam Vessels, employed in the 
Trade with the Port (f London, and their repeated Voyages, distinguish- 
ing those employed in the Coasting and Foreign Trades, in the years 
1820-30-35-39. 



YEAKS. 


Coasting Trade. 


Foreign Trade. 


Total, 


Vessels. 


Tonnage, 


Vessels, 


Tonnage. 


Vessels, 


Tonnage, 


1820 
1830 
1835 
1839 


Nil. 
185 
699 

1,311 


Nil. 

48,100 
181,740 
353,335 


Nil. 
176 
377 
833 


Nil. 
25,534 
84,944 
210,232 


Nil. 

361 
1,076 
2,144 


Nil. 

73,634 

206,684 

563,567* 



To find the origin of that guardianship of the river now held by a 
body so anomalously constituted, we must revert to the age when the 
" Communitas'' of the city, whatever its internal constitution, jiresented 
the only authority which had the desire and the means to preserve the 
Thames from obstructions, encroachments, and nuisances ; to protect its 
fisheries from injury ; and to maintain order amid the traffic on its banks. 

In these ages arose its prescriptive rights to the conservancy of the 
river itself, and to the metage of all measureable commodities brought to 
market upon its waters. The absence of all charters and statutes cre- 
ating the latter jurisdiction, seems to sanction its allowance to be pre- 
scriptive by the courts of justice and by the Crown at the commencement 
of the l7th century, when it was first recognised by the State, and when 
published records concerning it commence. To the former jurisdiction 

* All these steamers were British, with the exception of 144, in the Foreign 
Trade, whose collective burthen was 40,530 tons. 
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the same antiquity was likewise at this period allowed ; and it is demon- 
strable that its rudiments existed at a very early period, though it is now 
impossible to regard it as any other than a member of that statutory 
system for the conservancy of the great rivers of England, which was 
developed towards the close of the 14th century. If the case quoted in 
1616 * by the common Serjeant, as occurring in the 21st Henry III., 
be authentic — viz., that the king then confirmed the infliction of a fine, 
levied to their own use by the corporation, upon parties transgressing 
near the mouth of the river, the prescriptive origin of the jurisdiction is 
established; and the grant by Edward III., hereafter mentioned, was 
merely a confirmation. But this case is the only decisive evidence that 
has been adduced ; whatever prescriptive powers may have existed were 
remoulded by subsequent statutes, and none appear to have been fully 
and expressly recognised by the Crown until the reign of James I., 
although the corporate officers have, on different occasions, quoted many 
charters and statutes of earlier date, bearing reference to the river ; as, 
for instance, in the evidence before a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons, on the port of London, in I799.t 

Reference is here made to charters granted to the citizens of London, 
in the 8th Richard I., the 1st of John, and the 11th Henry III., which, 
however, merely provide with regard to the river that all " kiddels " 
shall be removed out of its channel, especially those erected by the Con- 
stable of the Tower. The 23rd chapter of the Magna Charta, of the 
25th Edward I., is to the same effect ; providing that all wears shall be 
put down by Thames and Medway, and through all England, except 
only by the sea coasts. By a charter of the 1st Edward III. it is pro- 
vided, however, that " the said citizens amove, or take all kiddels in the 
waters of Thames and Medwaye, and that they shall have the punish- 
ments thereof perteyning to us." | This charter is anterior to the sta- 
tutory erection of commissions of conservancy generally, and proves the 
earlier jurisdiction of the corporate jurisdiction in the Thames. From 
this period until the 3rd James I . the charters of London are silent as 
to River Conservancy, but there is a complete series of statutes on this 
subject, which appear both to have moulded this jurisdiction in the 
Thames, and to have established it in other rivets. The purpose of the 
provisions contained in Magna Charta for removing wears, is explained 
by a subsequent statute § to have been " for the great wealth of all this 
land, in avoiding the straitness of all rivers, so that ships and boats might 
have in them their large and free passage, and also in safeguard of all 
the fry of fish spawned within the same; " and such have always been 
the two great objects of the jurisdiction of conservancy. 

It is easy to trace the statutory history of this jurisdiction, in 
which these two objects are for the most part separately treated. But we 
will proceed at once to the date when a prescriptive jurisdiction in 

* Charge delivered July 3, 1616, to a Conservancy Jury, at Graveseud. Strype's 
Stow, vol. i., pp. 34-38. 

•(- Appendix to the Minutes of Evidence taken before a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, on the Bill for rendering more commodious, and better regu- 
lating the Port of London. Ordered to be printed April 25, and May 7, 1799, 
pp. 273-290. 

I MS. translation of the Charter, formerly belonging to Mr. Newman, the city 
solicitor; and now preserved in the Guildhall library, fol. 22 et seq. 

§ 12 Edward IV., c. 7. 

VOL. IV. PART II. I 
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the Thames is first put upon legal record, beside the statutory system 
of conservancy in all the great rivers of England, entrusted to the con- 
servators of the peace in the several bailiwicks on their banks. 

Commissions of Conservancy were issued by the Crown to the Corpo- 
ration of London for the Thames, under the statute of the 1st of Edward 
IV., as to the ordinary conservators of the peace in other localities ; and 
the " prescriptive," or, at all events, " anti-statutory" jurisdiction of the 
city in the river Thames, appears to have been the subject of no public 
notice until the reign of Henry VIII., when disputes occurred between 
the Lord High Admiral and the Corporation as to its limits. These 
were renewed in the succeeding reigns of Edward VI. and Mary, and 
continued throughout the entire reign of Elizabeth. At length, appa- 
parently with an amicable intention, and for ever to put the subject at 
rest, a quo warranto was brought against the city in Trinity term, 3rd 
James I., when judgment was given in its favour. From the city's plea, 
on this occasion, was drawn the preamble of James's confirmatory 
charter of the same year, setting the disputes at rest.* 

This charter contains not only the first full recognition of a " prescrip- 
tive" right to the conservancy, but one also of a prescriptive right to 
the metage of all measurable articles brought upon the river. The 
terms of this charter are quoted at length in section 60 of the recent 
local Act of the 1 and 2 William IV., c. 76, for the regulation of the 
coal trade, and. as they form the basis of all existing claims of the city, 
whether in regard to the " conservancy" or the " metage " jurisdictions, 
no apology need here be made for introducing them at some length, 
though still with great curtailment of their excessive verbosity. 

In the recent Act referred to it is related that " a charter of His Ma- 
jesty King James I., bearing date the 20tli day of August, in the 3rd 
year of his reign, after reciting that the mayor and commonalty and 
citizens of the city of London, from all the time whereof the memory of 
man was not to the contrary, had had and exercised, and ought and 
had been accustomed to have and exercise, the office of bailiff and the 
conservancy of the water on Thames, to be exercised and occupied by 
the mayor of the city aforesaid for the time being, during the time of his 
mayoralty, or by his sufficient deputies, in, upon, and about the said 
water of Thames, (to wit,) from the bridge of the town of Staines in the 
county of Middlesex westwards, to London bridge, and thence to a certain 
place called Yendall, otherwise Yenland, otherwise Yenleete, towards the 
sea and eastwards, and in the Medway, and in the port of the city of London 
aforesaid, and upon every bank, and upon every shore and every wharf 
of the same water of Thames within the limits and bounds aforesaid, 
and in, upon, and about each and every of the same, and also by all the 
time aforesaid had had, and taken, and ought, and had been accustomed 
to have and take, to their own use, by the mayor of the city aforesaid 
for the time being, during the time of his mayoralty, or by his sufficient 
deputies, all the wages, rewards, fees, and profits, pertaining and 
belonging to the same office of bailiff; and also reciting that the same 
mayor and commonalty and citizens, froni all the time aforesaid, had 
had and exercised, and ought, and had been accustomed to have and ex- 

* See a brief statement of the title of the City of London to the conservancy of 
the river Thames and water of Medway, and the evidence in support thereof, con- 
tained in the evidence before the Commons' Committee of 1799,abore refemed to. 
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ercise the office of measurer and the measuring of all and singular coals 
and grains of every kind, and also of all kinds of salt, and all kinds of 
apples, peas, plums, and other fruits whatsoever, and of all eatable 
roots of every kind, and also uf onions, and of all other merchandises, 
wares, and things whatsoever, landing, conveyed, or brought in or to 
the port of the said city of London, upon the said loater of Thames, 
in every ship, boat, barge, or other vessel whatsoever, floating, laden, or 
remaining, or being on every part of the said water of Thames, and 
upon every bank, or every shore, or every wharf of the same water of 
Thames, which should happen to stop, remain, and be delivered, or 
set down from the aforesaid bridge of the said town of Staines in the 
county of Middlesex westwards, to the aforesaid London bridge, and 
thence to the aforesaid place called Yendall, otherwise Yenland, other- 
wise Yenleete, towards the sea and eastwards, and in tbe Medv/ay, and 
in the said port of the city of London aforesaid, exercising and occupy- 
ing the same office of measurer, and the measuring aforesaid, by the 
mayor of the city aforesaid, for the time being during the time of his 
mayoralty, or by his sufficient deputies ; and also by all the same time had 
had, and taken, and ought, and had been accustomed to have and take, 
to their own use, by the mayor of the city aforesaid, for the time being 
during the term of his mayoralty, or by his sufficient deputies, all the 
wages, rewards, fees, and profits to the same office of measurer belong- 
ing and appertaining ; and nevertheless the same mayor and common- 
alty and citizens, then a short time ago were disturbed therein, and 
were unjustly hindered in some of the measurings aforesaid, and especially 
in the aforesaid office of the measuring of coals, supposing that office to 
the same mayor and commonalty and citizens did not anciently pertain, 
nor did still pertain or belong, by any lawful grant or prescription, 
when in truth it plainly and manifestly appeared that that office and all 
the other premises did anciently pertain and belong, and did then of 
right pertain to them, and that they had lawfully taken, had, and en- 
joyed, and ought to take, have, and enjoy the wages, rewards, fees, 
and profits thereof; in order to put an end to all controversy in that 
behalf there and at all times thereafter, and to set aside all doubt, and to 
the intent that the same mayor and commonalty and citizens might 
more securely, freely, and quietly have, use, exercise, and enjoy the offi- 
ces aforesaid and every of them, and the measuring aforesaid, and the 
wages, rewards, fees, and profits to the same offices and measuring be- 
longing^' &c., approves, allows, ratifies, and confirms the same to them, 
and their successors j and that another charter of the 13 James I., after 
reciting that the city had by prescription the measuring of all manner of 
coals brought to London upon the river Thames between Staines and 
Yendall, to take away the controversy which had arisen as to the exist- 
ence of such a right, re-grants and confirms this right, to be executed by 
the mayor or his deputies, who shall receive a fee of 8d. per ton, of five 
score and twelve, " for and in respect of the charge and costs of them, 
the mayor and commonalty and citizens of the city of London aforesaid, 
and their successors, in the beam and weights, and for and in respect of 
their attendance, labour, and necessary costs and expenses to be had 
and expended in and about the premises ; which fee of 8d. aforesaid, the 
mayor and commonalty and citizens of the city aforesaid, had and re- 
ceived formerly, and now have and receive for the weighing of every 
such like ton of coals," and to " prevent forestalling, engrossing, and 

I 2 
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regrating of coals in the port to the great cozenage, damage, and op- 
pression, as well of the poor as of the rich, and also to prevent the ob- 
iruction of the river by lighters and other vessels (made by their owners 
to answer the purpose of ' their common shops and warehouses,') as 
well as the injury of the channel by the rubbish falling into its river, 
that no selling of coals afloat shall take place, but from the ship which 
brought them."* 

The charters of James I. here quoted, are confirmed in one of the 
14th of Charles I. They remain to the present day the great record of 
the city's rights over the river, and it is as such that they are 
recited in this statute. 

The offices of Meter and Conservator are asserted from Staines to the 
mouth of the Thames ; the commencement of the city's jurisdiction being 
marked by a stone, with an apocryphal date, called London Stone, placed 
on the north bank of the river, a short distance above the present bridge 
of Staines, and its termination on the south shore, by the formerly 
navigable creek of Yantlet, separating the Isle of Grain from the 
main land of Kent, and on the north shore by the village of Leigh, 
in Essex, placed directly opposite, and close to the lower extremity of 
Cauvey Island. The shore of the Isle of Grain, which separates the 
mouths of the Thames and Medway, are thus wholly exempt from the 
city's jurisdiction ; notwithstanding that the right of conservancy is 
still asserted in the waters of the Medway, from the southern mouth 
of Yantlet Creek, upwards toward Rochester, as far as Cockham Wood, 
which is on the northern shore, opposite the marshy point below Chatham. 
At all events, the corporation of Rochester deny the right of the city of 
London to conservatorial jurisdiction in the Medway below Yantlet 
Creek, any more than in the Thames ; a limitation which appears to 
have arisen from this creek having anciently been the customary channel 
of navigation between the two rivers, and marked the mouths of both. 
But the passage through this creek being now completely stopped, so 
that the Isle of Grain is connected by a solid roadway with the parish 
of Stoke, the mouths of these rivers are properly at the lower extremity 
of this island, opposite the Nore and Sheerness, while the city's 
jurisdiction, more ancient than this geographical change, is completely 
cut by it into two separate portions. About 20 years ago, it was 
attempted by the city officers, under the direction of a court of 
conservancy, fo reunite these portions, by cutting through the bank 
which prevents the navigation of fishing-boats through Yantlet Creek ; 
but the final decision of the Court of King's Bench, given July 8th, 
1825, on the motion for a new trial, was against this proceeding. 

The conservancy jurisdiction in the Medway extends a distance 
of only 8 miles, but has little more than a nominal existence. In the 
Thames it extends a distance of 80 miles, over nearly the entire course 
of that river through the metropolitan valley ; and this distance appears 
to be divided into 34 miles of inland navigation from Staines to 
Vauxhall Bridge, the towing-path ceasing at Putney ; 3 of town 
thoroughfare, from Vauxhall to London Bridge j and 43 of sea-port, 
from London Bridge to Yantlet Creek. 

The possession of the offices of meter and conservator by the corpo- 
ration of London, throughout this distance, has given them a prima facie 
claim to be trustees of all powers and all revenues given, by modern 
* 1 and 2 Gul. IV. c. 76, sec. 60. 
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statutes, for the improvement of the port and navigation within these limits. 
In fact no other body could well exercise them, if opposed by one pos- 
sessing these offices ; and it was to be presumed that if the corporation 
were fit trustees of these, they were fit trustees of the other also. The an- 
cient and the modern portions of the river jurisdiction are exercised, 
however, by as different functionaries as they are different in their origin. 
The prescriptive powers for the " Preservation of the River and its 
Fisheries," by the office of conservator ; and the " Superintendence of 
its Traffic," by the office of meter or measurer, are consigned to func- 
tionaries entirely distinct from the Navigation Committee of the Common 
Council, which discharges the duties imposed by the modern Acts for the 
" Improvement and Regulation of the Port and Navigation." 

Of the two equally ancient offices of " Conservator" and " Measurer," 
confirmed to the corporation by the charters of James I., as the two 
great branches of its ancient river jurisdiction, the latter first claims 
attention, since it furnishes an enormous revenue beyond the sums 
required to pay for its due discharge ; a revenue which places it in the 
power of the corporation to give a character of extraordinary efficiency 
to the conservancy, the present state of which we will next examine. 

Metage. — The prescriptive office of '' Measurer" appears to have been 
claimed and exercised by the corporation, for the purpose of seeing justice 
done between buyers and sellers, and testifying to their contracts, and 
of levying the King's Customs. It was to meet the cost of discharging 
one or both of these duties, and to pay for the trouble of registering 
the different vessels, that all the corporation dues, either formerly, 
or now, levied in the port of London, were apparently imposed. But 
so early is the origin of these dues (generally assessed at their com- 
mencement by the prescriptive authority of the corporation itself, 
though in some instances expressly sanctioned by royal charters),* 
and so wholly obsolete are the manners and circumstances to which 
they have reference, that we have little record of the purposes for 
which various of them were levied, beyond the fact of their continued 
collection. It is in accordance, however, with a well-known principle 
of law, that they must have been levied for some express consideration 
rendered to the community, and a brief examination will shew that 
we have assigned their true origin. 

So late as the year 1830, all the ancient dues taken by the corporation 
in the port of London, were still collected ; but one class of them has 
recently been purchased by the State, and abolished. Even this class, 
however, consisting of the dues on the package, salvage, and porterage 
of aliens' goods, appears in the accounts for 1833, furnished by the 
Sub-revenue Committee of the Common Council ; and these being 
the only intelligible accounts on which to base our statements, it will 
demand a brief notice. The following is a schedule drawn up by the 
corporate officers themselves, of all the dues now regularly levied 
in full to the use of the corporation in the port of London, and nearly 
the whole of their produce, it will be seen, is derived from the pre- 
scriptive office of measurer. They divide themselves into two classes, 
one comprised of the petty dues of groundage, water bailliage, &c., 
distinguished, with some approach to accuracy, by an asterisk (*) in the 
columns representing their produce, and demanding but very brief notice ; 
the other consisting of the great dues arising from the office of metage. 
* 12 Edward IV., c. 7. 
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List of all Dues, Tolls, or Rates levied as part of the General Revenue of the 
Corporation of the City of London, under any power or authority vested in 
that Corporation, upon all Articles sea-borne, and entered inwards from the 
Ports of the United Kingdom in the Port of London, and how levied: and a 
Return of the Amount so received, upon each kind of Ooods, fVares, or Mer- 
chandize, in each of the Years 1834 and 1835. 



Description of Dues, Tolls, J 



Dues, Toll, or 
Rate, how levied. 



Amount received in the Years 



1831 



1835 



Ctia/i.*-Payment on coals, culm, &c. im- 
povted into the Port of London, pur- 
suant to the Act of 1 and 2 Will. IV 
c. 76, in commutation of the sum of 
id. per chaldron payable to the cor- 
poration, for the metage, groundage, 
and water-baiiliaye of coats, and of the 
payments to the mayor, under the 9 
Ann, c. 28, and chargeable with the 
compensations payable to the Lord 
Mayor, deputy coal meters and others, 
on the abolition of the metage of coals, 
Ad. per ton 

Com, S<;o. Metage Dues, — Corn and mea- 
surable seeds imported into the Port 
of London from the ports of the 
United Kingdom, Id. per quarter, Win- 
chester measure 

, Water Bailliage. — All corn and 

seeds brought coastwise (except the 
Cinque Ports) imported by non-free- 
men, per quarter ^(i 

Groundage. — Wheat, malt, maize, 

or brank, on the whole quantity im- 
ported of each sort, 6;/. 

Lord Mayor's and Cocket Dues. — 

Barley, oats, beans, peas, tares, rye 
and seeds (except mustard and clover 
seed) on the whole quantity imported 

of each sort. Is. 6rf 

Mustard and Clover seed, on the 

whole quantity imported of each sort, 
Ss, 6d 

On each Vessel, Is. 2d. ... 

fr^ynilhe Cinque Forts. — Groundage. 

Wheat, malt, maize, or brank, on the 
whole quantity imported of each sort, 
U. 

Lord Mayor's and Cocket Dues. — 

Barley, oats, beans, peas, tares, rye, 
and seeds, including mustard and clo- 
ver seed, on the whole quantity im- 
ported of each sort. Is. 6rf 

On each Vessel, 9d 

(^Exclusive of charges for labour.') 

Fruit, Roots, S;e. — Metage. — On apples, 
pears, onions, &c., per bushel, \d.' . 

' Metage. — On potatoes, carrots, 

turnips, and other roots, per sack, ]d. 



Payable by fac- 
■ tor. 



=.-} 



34,096 7 



£ . s, d. 



38,376 16 



Payable by sel- ' 
ler or factor - . 



4,548 16 2f 



4,700 15 6| 



Chargeable on' 
five Quarters 
or upwards, 
and payable 
by the factor 
or importer 



2,111 11 7a 



1,867 16 la 



J 



Payable by the 1 
■ owner . . . j 



12 10 10 
4,326 15 9 



32 14 2 
5,093 15 



* The city's separate duties on coals and colliers have been commuted into this one 
tax, of which nearly the whole produce is carried to the metage account. 

a Estimated amount. 



1841.] 



possessed by the Corporation of London. 



107 



Description of Dues, Tolls, &c., or Rates. 



Lord Mat/or's and Cockel Dues, — 

On the whole quantity imported of 

each sort, Is. 6d. 

Each vessel, except from the 

Cinque Ports,or having corn onboard, 
ls.2d. 



Each vessel from the Cinque 

Ports, 9d 

— Each vessel having corn on board, Sd. 

Fruits, perishable. — Cherries, plums, &c. 
on thg whole quantity imported, each 
vessel, Is. 8rf. 

Butter. — On 20 firkins and above, per 
firkin, ^d . 

Cheese. — One ton and above, per ton, I 

On each vessel laden with butter 

or cheese, 3s. id 

And if with corn or fruit, 2s. 8rf. 

Cured Fish. — One ton or 10 barrels and 
above, on the whole quantity imported, 
each vessel. Is. 8d. , . . . . 

Eggs. — Ten chests or above, on the 
whole quantity imported, on each ves- 
sel, 2s • . 

Salt. — Common salt, on the whole 
quantity imported, -on each vessel 
bs.6d. 



Physical salt, on the whole quan- 
tity imported, on each vessel, 2s. Idd. , 
Oysters. — Metage. — Per bushel, ^rf., (ex- 
clusive of charges for labour and mar- 
ket and dock dues) , 



Dues, Toll, or 
Rate, liow levied. 



Payable by im- ] 
porter or mer- 
chant on one ' 
>. ton, ov forty j 
bushelsor up- 1 
wards . . . • 



Payable by thel 
> importer or > 
merchant . . i 



Payable by the 
importer or 
merchant on 
one ton or 40 
bushels and 
upwards . 



Payable by the 1 
' owner . . . i 



Total of Grovndage, fValer-bailliage, andl 
other Petty Dues 

Total oi Metage D«es, including the com-1 
muted Metage and Petty Dueson Coals f 



Total Dues 



Amount received in the Years 



X834 



£. s. 



171 15 0* 



621 13 4" 



23 8 8* 



336 2 5i 



2,928 8 7* 



43,320 12 3i 



X835 



£,. s. d. 



192 0* 



562 7 0* 



18 13 0* 



313 12 ^ 



46,249 lOJ 



2,640 16 !• 



48,517 13 li 



51,158 9 2^ 



Hevry Woodthokpe, Town Clerk. 
Guildhall Hall, London, 30th June, 1836. 

[Appendix to Report of Commons' Committee on the Coal Trade, in 1836, No. 13.] 
It was here my intention to liave submitted to tlie Society a detailed 
statement of tlie machinery, cost, and operation of each of these ancient 
jurisdictions — in fact, a description of their present exercise ; but the 
extent to which I have already encroached upon its attention in describ- 
ing their origin, growth, purposes, and revenues, warns me of the 
impossibility of here doing more than submitting, in brief, the results 
of an examination, the particulars of which will always be at the 
command of the Society. These results are derived wholly from 
accounts and papers of the Common Council itself, and from documents 
of equal authenticity. The following summary will throw a juster 
light upon the burthen really entailed upon the metropolitan public 
by the office of " Meter," than the preceding schedule compiled by 
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the corporation officers, altbougli its figures are a year earlier in date, 
for the reasons already stated. 

Summary Statement of the Total Charge upon the Public, and the Net 
Profit to the Corporation, arising from the Ancient Jurisdiction of 
Superintendence over the Traffic of the Thames, under the name of, or 
in connexion with, the prescriptive office of " Measurer" or " Meter," in 
the year 1833. 



Branches of Juvisdiction. 



Net Profit to the 
Corporation. 



Total Charge upon 
the Public. 



1. Metage of Fruit and Garden Stiifts, of 

Salt, and of Oysters, exercised by 
Officers under no express control 

2. Metage of Corn, under the direction of 

the Committee of Control over Corn 
and Coal Meters, with the govern- 
ment of the Corn Porters 

Total produce of the several branches of 
the office of Metage yet in full exercise 

3. Metage of Coal, in temporary abey- 

ance as to the exercise of its Duties 
by the Corporation, though not as to 
their Receipts of its rewards, while 
the discharge of its Duties is assumed 
by a self-constituted body of Factors 
and Buyers, levying a further Metage- 
tax on the public 

Total of the sums levied from the public 
in the name of Metage Dues . . . 

4. Ancient authority for regulating the 

Craft in Port, under which are yet 
levied Groundage, Water Bailliage, 
and Mayor's and Cocket Dues . 

Total of the sums levied upon the public 
for Municipal purposes in the name of 
Port Dues yet collected in full . 

5. Ancient authority for collecting the 

King's Duties on Aliens' Goods, under 
which were levied the recently com- 
muted dues of Package, Scavage, 
and Alien Porterage 

6. Gauge of Wine and Oils, now partly 

relinquished 

Total of the sums derived from the public 
for municipal purposes in the name of 
Port Dues, whether now collected or 
recently commuted 



s. d. 



5,819 10 2i 



£. s. d. 
10,140 15 2 

23,626 12 111 



5,819 10 2i 33,767 8 1} 



16,302 17 8 



22,122 7 lOJ 



59,494 6 6i 



93,261 14 8i 



712 6 8J 3,118 10 lli 



22,834 14 


6f 


10,999 7 





409 12 


4J 



96,380 5 7| 



10,999 7 0** 
1,228 17 2 



.34,243 13 11^ 



108,608 9 9| 



1. In the Metage of Fruit and Potatoes, we find the public left 
subject to the " excessive" toll collected to their own use by a few 
officers who render no account whatever to the corporation treasury. 
In the Metage of Oysters, the deputy meters have been successfully 

* Of the gross cliarge upon the community of the package, scavage and 
porterage dues, there is no published account, and their net produce is therefore 
entered In this column. 
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defended in a charge for labour which they do not perform; and 
thus they receive a second set of dues in addition to the original metage 
dues, which they claim as an alienable estate, wholly independent of 
any appointment by the corporation. 

2. In the Corn Metage, the corporation impose a second set of dues 
to pay the metage officers, for whose remuneration were imposed those 
very metage dues which the corporation convert into a clear profit. 

3. In the Metage of Coals, precisely the same system of double charges 
was made a claim for the grant by Parliament of a clear duty, which now 
produces a net revenue approaching 45,000L per annum, enjoyed under 
a statute which fortunately will very soon expire. The appropriation 
of a great portion of this revenue is found to possess the same doubtful 
character as the original charge upon which it is founded ; being for 
the most part a contribution (in the shape of pensions to the discharged 
piece work labourers, called deputy meters) to a new system of metage, 
imposed upon the trade by the coal-factors, who immediately took the 
greater number of the pensioned deputy meters into their employment, 
to exercise, under their own immediate direction, that surveillance over 
the trade which was formerly exercised for them under the patronage 
of the corporation. One advantage is thus gained by the recent 
statutes, that it reduces the elements of the old system to a less com- 
plicated form ; for it has been so arranged that precisely the same 
revenue that was formerly derived from the public in the shape of 
metage dues and allowances, is now taken in two distinct sums ; one 
by the corporation, for ceasing to pretend to the discharge of a public 
office, and the other by the Committee of Factors and Merchants, to 
pay for the trade police, which the corporation handed over to them. 

4. The old port jurisdiction over the vessels in the river is obsolete, 
except for the collection of the dues, which are seen to be a most 
unprofitable source of revenue; their total charge upon the public 
exceeding their net produce by upwards of 400 per cent. 

5. It is unnecessary to describe the nature of the jurisdiction over 
aliens' goods, as it has been lately purchased, and the tax abolished, by 
the government. 

6. The gauge of wine and oils is simply an expensive annoyance to 
trade, of doubtful legality. 

Nearly the whole, if not the whole, of the clear revenue of 34,243Z. 
13s. ll^d., contained in the above summary, is derived from a source 
which, to say the least, is of a most equivocal character, together with 
much the greater portion of the remaining sums absorbed by its horde 
of metage officers, which make the total charge upon the public 
108,608/. 9^. Qfrf-, levied chiefly on the food and fuel of the metro- 
polis, merely to defray the expenses of the city's jurisdiction over the 
traffic in the river Thames. 

In return for these sums, the corporation " see justice done between 
buyer and seller," in the mode which is shewn in its simplest elements 
in the coal trade. Still, it may be imagined that, whatever its legality, 
the net revenue derived from this source is perhaps partly returned to 
the parties from whom it is levied, in the shape of improvements to the 
port. But the corporation officers themselves have given testimony to 
the fact, that not one farthing has been so appropriated ; and they ex- 
pressly deny that the corporation has any revenue whatever, out of which 
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to contribute, in the smallest degree, to the removal of the obstacles by 
•which the navigation of the river is impeded.* 

Conservancy. — The following is an account of the sums stated to 
have been received by the corporation, as conservators of the river, for 
nine years, from 1830 to 1838 ; together with an intelligible statement of 
their application, upon which the succeeding section will throw some light. 

An Account of Monies received by the Corporation of London, as Conser- 
vators of the river Thames, and of the Application thereof, in each year 
from 1830 to 1838.t 





1830 


1831 


1832 


1833 


1834 


1835 


1836 


1837 


1838 


KECEIPT. 




















£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£, 


£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


To amount received for rents and 




















fines, for platforms, piles, &c., 




















in the years ending Micliael- 




















mas— above London Bridge . 


618 


538 


579 


563 


715 


472 


607 


529 


599 


Ditto ditto— below Bridge . . 
Total . . . 


1047 


847 


763 


688 


691 


788 


642 


741 


633 


1665 


1385 


1342 


1251 


1416 


1260 


1249 


1270 


1232 


EXPENDITURE. 




















By expenses of committee . . 


199 


121 


183 


193 


200 


272 


245 


244 


137 


By expenses of boat-hire, towing. 




















wages, and sundry disburse- 




















ments 


129 


229 


44 


388 


594 


402 


158 


284 


512 


By poundage on collection of 




















rents, &c 


88 


69 


67 


63 


71 


64 


62 


63 


62 


By law and parliamentary charges 


., 


.. 




.. 


,. 




194 


141 




By removing piles and shoals lu 




























303 


•• 


•• 


582 


802 


•• 


By artificers' work, stationery. 








printing, and sundries . . 








23 


31 


103 


23 


17 


.. 


Applied in aid of the fund for 




















improvinj,' the navigation of 




















the river, under the Acts of the 




















50th, 52od, and 54th Geo. III. 








281 


520 


419 


,, 






Applied in aid of the expenses 




















of conservancy 

Total . . . 


1249 


966 


1048 


•• 




•• 




•• 




1665 


1385 


1842 


1251 


1416 


1260 


1264 


1551 


711 



Balance in hand of the years 1836, 1837, and 1838, ^£325 9s. 7rf. 
No separate Account is kept of the expenditure for works performed above and below Bridge. 

A close examination into the present operation of this jurisdiction of 
conservancy shews, that as regards its functions in the preservation of 
the fisheries, it is virtually obsolete, partly because of the decline of 
these fisheries, and partly because of the unwieldiness of the tribunal ; 
while its functions for the preservation of the navigable channel are 
superseded by those granted for its improvement. 

Besides being used as a claim to the administration of all funds de- 
voted to the improvement of the river, it serves as an engine by means 
of which no less a sum than 1,690/. 19s. 5rf. was raised, as rents for 
encroachments, from the proprietors along its banks, in the single year 
1833. Of this, 439/. 12s. 5d. was paid into the city's cash, and may 
be supposed to be applied in part defrayal of the conservancy expenses 
above described. The rest, though ostensibly applied to purposes of 
public service, is really devoted to far different objects ; so that the total 
cost of the conservancy jurisdiction to the community, in that year, may 
be stated at 3,868/. Is. lOrf. 

* Evidence before the Port of London Committee, in 1836. 
t Report of the Thames Embankment Committee of the House of Commons, 
in 1840, Appendix, p. 81. 



